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For immediate release 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART SHOWS REVOLUTIONARY 
RUSSIAN FILMS 

(Cleveland, Ohio) Another major film event comes to the Cleveland Museum of Art with the series 
From Kiev to King Lear, a retrospective of movies by Grigori Kozintsev (1905-1973), one 
of the Soviet Union’s greatest filmmakers. The series, which debuted at last year’s New 
York Film Festival, runs from November 27 to December 22 and consists of all new 35 mm 
prints with English subtitles. 

Born in Kiev, Kozintsev and Leonid Trauberg co-founded the experimental theatre 
group, FEKS (Factory of the Eccentric Actor), in 1922. FEKS incorporated elements of jazz, 
Dada, and the circus into its unconventional stage productions; soon the young art of film 
also became part of the mix. Kozintsev and Trauberg directed a number of electrifying, 
revolutionary movies from the silent era to the end of WWII. Three of their greatest silents 
open the series on Wednesday, November 27, and their early sound classics Alone and The 
Youth of Maxim show on Wednesday, December 11. 

After WWII, when their film Plain People was banned by the authorities, Kozintsev 
and Trauberg went their separate ways. Kozintsev retreated into “safe” literary adaptations 
{Don Quixote, Sunday, December 8; Hamlet, Wednesday, December 18; King Lear, Sunday, 
December 22) which, as models of how to film the classics, won him international fame. 
Music lovers should note that almost all of Kozintsev’s films have musical scores by Dmitri 
Shostakovich. Admission to each program is $5, $4 members. Film program coordinator 
John Ewing says: “Whether you’re a Shakespeare buff, a dada buff, a Soviet buff, or just a 
film buff, you’ll enjoy these stirring, beautifully-crafted movies.” 
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Film Details 


Wed/27 Nov, 6:00 The Devil’s Wheel (USSR, 1926, b&w, silent, subtitles, 52 min.). The 
Overcoat (USSR, 1926, b&w, silent, subtitles, 66 min., and The New Babylon (USSR, 
1929, b&w, silent, subtitles, 85 min.) all directed by Grigori Kozintsev and Leonid 
Trauberg. Three rousing silents by two of the founders of the revolutionary 1920s Rus- 
sian theatre group FEKS (Factory of the Eccentric Actor), famous for their mixtures of 
theatrical spectacle, Dada, and film. The first tells of a sailor on leave who inadvertantly 
becomes a deserter when he loses track of time. The second is an expressionistic adapta- 
tion of the Gogol story about a lowly clerk’s obsession with a fancy topcoat. In the last, 
Parisian communists battle Prussian invaders in 1871. All three movies will be shown in 
new 35mm prints. Sebastian Birch provides live piano accompaniment to the first two; 
the third had a score by Dmitri Shostakovich. 

Sun/8 Dec, 3:30 Don Quixote (USSR, 1957, color, subtitles, 1 10 min.) directed by 
Grigori Kozintsev, with Nikolai Cherkasov. The star of Alexander Nevsky and Ivan the 
Terrible plays Cervantes’ 17th-century knight-errant in this beautiful and moving adapta- 
tion of the literary classic. New 35mm color print! 

Wed/11 Dec, 6:15 Young Fritz (USSR, 1942, b&w, subtitles, 24 min.). Alone (USSR, 
1931, b&w, subtitles, 80 min.). The Youth of Maxim (USSR, 1935, b&w, subtitles, 95 
min.) all directed by Grigori Kozintsev and Leonid Trauberg. Kozintsev-Trauberg triple 
feature, all in new 35mm prints! The first is a surviving fragment from their WWII film 
about a teenager who joins the Gestapo. The second tells of a Leningrad teacher who 
takes a job in the wilds of Siberia. Though rarely screened outside of Russia, it is consid- 
ered one of the two most important early Soviet sound films and features perhaps Dmitri 
Shostakovich’s greatest film score. The third is the first part of the “Maxim Trilogy” and 
follows the politicization of a charismatic young factory worker in pre-Revolution 
Russia. It also has music by Shostakovich. 

Wed/18 Dec, 7:15 Hamlet (USSR, 1965, b&w, subtitles, 149 min.) directed by Grigori 
Kozintsev. Hamlet is a man outraged by injustic in this forceful, atmospheric film version 
of Boris Pasternak’s translation of Shakespeare’s tragedy. Music by Dmitri Shostakovich. 
New 35mm scope print! “Perhaps the best film based on Shakespeare.” -Georges Sadoul, 
Dictionary of Films. 

Sun/22 Dec, 3:15 King Lear (USSR, 1970, b&w, subtitles, 139 min.) directed by Grigori 
Kozintsev. An old man loses control over his lands, his daughters, and, finally, himself in 
this towering film version of Shakespeare’s epic tragedy. Translation by Boris Pasternak 
(subtitles by Shakespeare); music by Dmitri Shostakovich. New 35mm scope print! 
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